
Instant Gratification
Is the book you want unavailable today? 
Here’s a great way to �nd other books that 
are ready to check out right now.

Pick a Genre (Optional)
While in Advanced Search, leave the Title 
and Author �elds blank and scroll down and 
tap the Subject dropdown list. Find your 
favourite genre , tap to select, and tap Done.

Choose a Format from the List
EPUB is usually the best for e-books  in 
OverDrive, and MP3 is for audiobooks. 

Limit to Available
Just above the Search button at the bottom 
of the form , tap to check this box and then 
hit Search.

Browse
Scroll through the  search results to �nd a 
book. There may be many pages of results.
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Searching the Catalog
Note: If you have not already installed 
OverDrive and added your library, read our 
OverDrive Part 1 brochure for instructions. 

Library To Go
To get to the Library To Go catalog from 
OverDrive, tap the menu lines icon in the 
upper left corner of the app and then tap 
British Columbia Libaries.

Browse
You can browse through the front page to 
see recent Hot Titles and New Arrivals. 
Audiobooks have a headphones icon in the 
upper right corner, and e-books have a little 
book icon in the upper right corner. Dark 
headphones/book icons are a sign that the 
title is available. Faded icons show titles that 
are checked out and can be placed on hold.
Tap on the book covers to read more about  
each item.

Search
Tap the Search icon (blue magnifying glass) 
and then tap Advanced Search.  From there 
you can �ll out the form to search by title 
and author, and choose your preferred 
format using the dropdown lists.   

A: FIND A BOOK
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B: WHAT’S AVAILABLE? C: DOWNLOAD IT!
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Tap on the Cover
Once you’ve found a book you are interes-
ted in, tap on the cover to bring up the 
individual book page. Tap on Borrow.

Online Bookshelf
Once you’ve borrowed the book, it will 
move to your online Bookshelf.  From there 
you tap on Download. This will download 
the title to your OverDrive Bookshelf. Once 
loaded, tap on the menu lines icon in the 
upper left corner to bring up the OverDrive 
menu. 

OverDrive Bookshelf
In the OverDrive menu, tap Bookshelf and 
when that loads, tap the cover of the book 
you just downloaded. Swipe to the left to 
turn the pages.
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OVERDRIVE for iOS DEVICES
Part 2: Search & Download
A followup to our “Installation & Authorization” OverDrive 
guide for iOS. This is a basic overview to searching, 
downloading, renewing, and returning library e-books and 
audiobooks using OverDrive on an Apple moble device.
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Extend Your Reading Time
Just recently, the system has added the 
ability to renew your Library To Go items. 
Renewal is only available if no other patron 
has a hold on the same item. You can only 
renew each title once.

Access Your Online Bookshelf
To renew an item, you must be in your 
Library To Go online Bookshelf.  To get there, 
go to  the British Columbia Libraries page 
from OverDrive (just as you would in step A: 
Find a Book).  From there, tap on the 
Account icon (which looks like a person) and 
Sign In.

Watch For It
The option to Renew does not appear until 
three days before an item is set to expire. In 
those last three days, a Renew button will 
appear next to the book. If it is green, it is 
available to renew. If it is grey, there are 
holds on the book.  If there are holds, you 
can still tap Renew to add yourself to the 
end of the holds list.

Renew
After you tap on Renew, enter your email 
address when asked and then tap Renew.

Check Your Email
When your item expires, you’ll receive an 
email letting you know that it is now ready 
to borrow and will be held for three days. Go 
back into your BC Libaries account (as 
above), go to your Holds page and click the 
Renew button next to the book. You will 
need to download it again to continue 
reading it. 

D: RENEW A BOOK

Early Returns
If you �nish a book before it expires, you 
may be able to return it early. Currently, only 
EPUB e-books and MP3 audiobooks can be 
returned from OverDrive in iOS. 
Formats that cannot be returned early: 
WMA, Open EPUB and Open PDF.

Before Download
If you’ve checked out a book to your Online 
Bookshelf but have not yet downloaded it 
to your device, you can return it from there 
by tapping the grey Return Title button next 
to the book cover.

After Download
Once the book has been downloaded to 
your  device, you’ll need to return it from 
your OverDrive Bookshelf.  Simply tap and 
hold the book cover to bring up a small blue 
menu. Tap Return and then con�rm Return. 
If you’ve deleted the book without returning 
it, you’ll need to re-download it to return it.
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E: RETURN IT!

tnrdlib.ca
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