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Mission 2: Planetary Poetry
The sky is the limit! Let the cosmos, planets, stars and moons inspire you as 

you create poems that reflect the wonders of space.

Supplies:

• Example poems from  
Powell River poets

• Planetary inspiration
• Pencil
• Paper

Instructions:
1. Explore the planetary photography  

included. What do you see in these  
pictures? What colours to you notice? 
What do the pictures remind you of? 

2. Read the poetry examples included by 
local poets. What do you like about those 
poems?

3. Make lists of words that you would use to 
describe the picture. Think of descriptive 
language like adjectives. Think of the five 
senses (smell, touch, sight, taste, sound).

4. Write your poem!
5. Share (if you want) your writing on  

Facebook or Instagram and tag #pr-
plsrc2020, or email it to Cole at Star  
Command.

About poems:
• Line Breaks: Writing in shorter 

lines to slow the reader down.
• Metaphor: Saying that one thing 

is something else.
• Imagery: Helping the reader form 

a picture in their mind.
• Repetition: Repeating something.
• Rhythm: Makes you tap your foot.
• Simile: Comparing using “like” or 

“as.”
• Personification: Giving human 

traits to something that is not 
human.

• Alliteration: Using the same 
sound at the beginning of neigh-
bouring words.
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Mission 3: Light Up the Sky!
Create a basic paper circuit with copper tape, a battery, and LED lights and spark up a 

supernova star explosion in the process! 

Supplies:

• Coin Batteries
• Copper tape with conductive 

adhesive
• LED’s
• Small binder clips
• Paper circuit template cards

Instructions:

1. Fold paper circuit template in half on 
the dashed line so that the directions are 
on the INSIDE/images are on the  
OUTSIDE.

2. Referring to the template punch a hole 
for the LED light.

3. Following the remaining steps outlined 
on the handout - placing copper tape, 
finding the positive lead on the LED and 
affixing the leads to the circuit, and  
folding over with the coin battery.

4. Use a binder clip to hold battery in place 
on the circuit (so the light stays on)

Star glossary:
• Star: A luminous ball of gas, mostly 

hydrogen and helium, held togeth-
er by its own  
gravity. 

• Black hole: A place in space where 
gravity pulls so much that even 
light can not get out. The gravity is 
so strong because matter has been 
squeezed into a tiny space. This 
can happen when a star is dying.  

• White dwarf: The end phase of a 
Sun-like star in which all the ma-
terial contained in the star, minus 
the amount blown off in the red 
giant phase, is packed into a  
volume one millionth the size of 
the original star. 
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Mission 4: In the Dark - Star Mythology
Create your own constellation myth and star shadow puppet, then transform a dark 
room into your own magical, mythological theatre using the power of dark and light! 
This mission comes with a bonus DIY space soundtrack tutorial by interdisciplinary  

musician and audio wizard Theo Angell. Find it on the PRPL YouTube account!

Supplies:
• A selection of Ptolemy’s  

constellations for inspiration. 
• Star mythology planning sheet.  
• 2 sheets of black posterboard.
• 2 bamboo sticks.
• 2 popsicle sticks.
• selection of plastic mesh.
• Black electrical tape.

Instructions:
1. Use the Star Mythology Planning Sheet to 

design one or two constellation creatures 
and create a myth that explains their  
existence in the universe. 

2. When you are satisfied with your design, 
transfer it onto the black poster paper. 

3. Cut out your star creature(s). Try to 
leave some holes or openings in your 
design for light to shine through. Use the 
plastic mesh and black tape to add  
texture and strength to the holes. 

4. Add bamboo sticks and popsicle sticks to 
make your shadow puppet stronger.

5. Tune in to PRPL’s YouTube to learn how to 
make your own spacey soundtrack. 

6. Take your shadow puppet into a dark 
room with a direct light source like a 
lamp pointed at a wall and act out your 
star myth!

Elements of mythology:
• Have you ever asked a question 

about the world around you? For 
example: “What are the stars?”  
“What does the sun do at night?.” 

• Long ago, people also asked these 
types of questions about the world 
around them and they developed 
stories to answer these questions. 
These ancient stories are called 
myths. People created myths 
thousands of years ago to tell how 
the world and things in it came to 
be. Myths also help to explain how 
people act or why things exist. 

• Myths—like other stories—contain 
the following elements:  
characters, setting, conflict, plot, 
and resolution. In addition, myths 
usually explain some aspect of  
nature or accounted for some 
human action. Frequently, myths 
also included a metamorphosis, a 
change in shape or form. It is one 
element of myth that builds  
imagination. 

• taken from kennedy-center.org
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Mission 5: Silly Sci Fi Stories
Don't let the endings of these stories disappear into a black hole. Use your imagination 

and creativity to fill in these Science Fiction Mad Libs.

Supplies:

• Silly Sci Fi Mad Libs stories
• Pencil
• Eraser
•  YOUR IMAGINATION!

Instructions:

1. Put on your thinking cap.
2. Without reading the story, have your adult 

space companion or sibling read out the 
blanks (ie. noun, space object etc.) Your 
assistant will write the words in the blanks.
(If you’re doing this mission solo fill in each 
blank without reading ahead to plan your 
answers. Remember you want this to be 
REALLY silly.

3. When you reach the end of your Mad Libs 
story and all the blanks are full read your 
story (or have your adult help you read the 
story).

4. Laugh!

Tips for mad libs:
• What is a noun? A noun is a 

word that refers to a person, 
place, thing or event.

• What is an adjective? An  
adjective is a word that  
describes a noun. (Examples: 
Fancy, shiny, fast, loud, angry.)

• What is a verb? A verb is an 
action word. (Examples: To 
run, to eat, to jump, to swim.)

• What is an adverb? An adverb 
describes a verb on how  
something was done.  
(Examples: Quickly, slowly, 
happily, carefully.)
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Mission 6: Awesome Extraterrestrials
Let the planets be your guide as you design and draw your own outer space life 

form. This week's mission comes with a bonus Alien Design Video with  
visual artist Luke Ramsey. 

Supplies:

• Crayons, coloured pencils and/
or markers

• Pencil
• Eraser
• Paper
• Solar system environment 

sheets
• Drawn an Alien Video by Luke 

Ramsey on YouTube (optional)

Instructions:

1. Choose your alien’s environment. Using the environment sheets  
included decide on a home for your extraterrestrial.

2. Once you’ve got your environment selected examine factors like the 
atmosphere, protection from heat/cold and gravity to help decide 
what your alien will need to survive. Use the Earth environment card 
as a comparison.

3. If you get stuck, check out Luke Ramsey’s video for ideas and  
inspiration.

4. Start drawing!
5. Label your alien highlighting special additions like antennae or fur 

and explain why your extraterrestrial needs those features.
6. Share your extraterrestrial. If you want to show off your creation 

take a picture and send it to Star Command! We’d love to see what 
you drew.
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Mission 7: Radical Rockets!
Build and launch your own slingshot rocket, and take some epic footage too! If you want, 
share a video of your rocket launch on the Powell River Public Library Facebook page.

Supplies:
• Paper Straw* (x1)
• Black Tape 
• Cardstock Fins (x3 or x4) 
• Round Head Fastener* (x1)
• Pencil Top Eraser* (x1)
• Popsicle Stick* (x1)
• Giant Rubber Band* (x1)
• Extra supplies are included for 

items with an asterisk. 

Instructions:

1. Wrap about 8cm of tape around one end of 
the straw. This will allow the eraser to fit 
snugly on the straw.

2. Push the eraser onto the taped end of the 
straw. The tighter the fit, the better.

3. Bend the legs of the round head fastener to 
one side and fasten it to the straw behind 
the eraser with about 10cm of tape.

4. Cut out the fins and fasten them to the end 
of the rocket. Cut off any extra tape. En-
sure the fins are as straight as possible.

5. Tape the rubber band to the popsicle stick 
and reinforce with multiple pieces of tape.

6. Check out the attached visual instructions 
or Star Command’s demo video on PRPL’s 
YouTube if you need more information. 

7. Your Rocket is ready to go!

Tips for building and
launching your Rocket:
• Like any engineering chal-

lenge, you might not get this 
right the first time. Treat it as 
a learning adventure and you 
will have fun no matter how 
fast or far your rocket goes!

• Use lots of tape and wrap it 
tightly, especially when at-
taching the head fastener 
which can fly off under ten-
sion. We have included extra 
supplies to allow for rocket 
repairs. 

• For safety, choose a wide-
open location like a field to 
test your rocket.  
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Planetary Poetry Examples

Saturn and Jupiter in Conversation

By Andrea Bennett

Saturn rings Jupiter, who is wearing a new skirt. (It's 
a pun, she says. Jupe!) There will be a time before 
us, says Saturn, and a time after. Someone named 
a car after me, and a god after you. How's that 
fair? 

If each star is a sun, says Jupiter, they've named 
very few of the planets. If the stars are supposed 
to remind them of how small they are, who reminds 
us? 

No one, says Saturn. No one needs to remind us,  
because we're big. We have moons! 
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Planet B
By Andrea Layne Black

I may have to refer to my notes every once in a while, 
but welcome, thank you for gathering here today.

So, Planet B, Planet B, Planet B.

Let me describe her once again.
And you can read from the brochure if you wish as I 
go along.

Twice the size of Earth.
Fantastic amount of salt water oceans, fresh water 
rivers, lakes, glaciers, et cetera, vast mountain ranges, 
rich forests, and on and on and on and on.
In the Northern Hemisphere are three million islands of 
varying sizes.  From sparse to lush.
In the Southern Hemisphere one insanely massive, 
certainly by Earth standards, super continent, super 
super.
Think of an ecosystem; it's there.
Imagine an ecosystem; it could be there.

Planet B.

My God, I mean relatively limitless resources.
Oil, natural gas, gold, silver, diamonds, timber, land 
meat, seafood, fresh clean water and air.
Endless lands, if cleared, you could plant coffee, sugar, 
you name it, cattle, factories, anything.
The candyman can.  Untold fortunes.
Let me go on.  Herein lies -- this is important.  This is 
the caveat I'm obliged to share.
Even though I've used Earth words and ideas to  
describe Planet B, there's a palpable otherness  
permeating Every Thing.

So much larger than Earth, for one.
So differently configured.
Even the seasons function differently.
Same but different.  Different but same.
The creatures of land, sea, and air resemble Earth 

Counterparts, but they're alien. 
They're perfect for Planet Bobbi Lewis, but you know, 
to us, wanky.
Plants, insects, chemistry, geology, biology, all the  
ologies, all the same.
But different.
Not same.

It'll take a minute of getting used to, I'm sure.

So segue here, uh elephant in the room.
By the way, on Planet B, elephants can sometimes glide 
for short distances.  This could be problematic.  And 
awesome.
So, right, gliding elephant in the room.
And this is the sticky part of the stick.
Yes, the rumours are true.  There are some more 
advanced inhabitants that also have similar but  
different counterparts on Earth, but as discussed on 
page 11 -- is it page 11?  Yes, page 11, we have teams 
in place to nullify such, let's call it, local dissent.
  
And to secure the asset.

My teams will guarantee as seamless a transition as 
possible.
TripProtocolsAlgorithms aside, space travel is like day 
surgery these days, please, I insist:
Focus on the Arrival.
Let us worry about the trip and any minor obstacles.

So, ladies and gentlemen, here we go.  
Planet B.  As is.  Which is without measure.

I now declare this an action.

Bid to start at priceless.
Yes, uh, Mr. Interest Group Number 27, Meat and "Hu-
man Resources," ooh, yes, very nice bid indeed, sir.
And who will raise on that?
Oh, very impressive, Madam, and may I say I'm a big 
plan -- I mean fan, so embarrassed to be in your 
presence.
So do I hear a counter --

POWELL RIVER
PUBLIC LIBRARYCompiled and designed by staff at Powell River Public Library



Crab Nebula: Pulsar

During a supernova, the core of a massive star 
can be compressed to form a rapidly rotating ball 
composed mostly of neutrons that is only twelve 
miles in diameter. A teaspoon of such neutron-star 
matter would weigh more than one billion tons! Young, 
rapidly rotating neutron stars can produce beams of 
radiation from radio through gamma-ray energies. 
Like a rotating lighthouse beam, the radiation can be 
obvserved as a powerful, pulsing sourece of radiation, 
or pulsar, as in the case of the Crab Nebula. The jets 
and rings are caused by high-energy particles flowing 
away from the pulsar.



Cassiopeia A: Supernova Remnant

Cassiopeia A is the remnant of a massive star that 
exploded. The material from the explosion is rushing 
outward at supersonic speeds in excess of ten million 
miles per hour. As this matter crashes into gas that 
surrounded the former star, shock waves analogous 
to awesome sonic booms heat the gas and heat the 
ejected matter to temperatures in excess of fifty million 
degrees Celsius. At the center of the remnant is an 
enigmatic source, which could be a rapidly spinning 
neutron star. 



Whirlpool Galaxy: Black Holes & Neutron Stars  

The Whirlpool is a spiral galaxy with spectacular arms 
of stars and dust located about 25 million light years 
from Earth. By studying the Whirlpool in different kinds 
of light, astronomers can reveal things that would 
otherwise be invisible. For example, X-ray data reveal 
over 400 X-ray sources within the galaxy. Most of 
these are X-ray binary systems, in which a neutron 
star or black hole is in orbit with a star like our Sun. 
Understanding where these systems are, how they 
behave over time, and their role in the evolution of 
the galaxy in important is helping learn us more about 
other galaxies including our own. 



Eta Carinae: Blue Giant

Eta Carinae, one of the most luminous stars known in 
our galaxy, radiates energy at a rate that is 5 million 
times that of the Sun, and is estimated to have a mass 
of about 100 solar masses. The exact nature of Eta 
Carinae is unknown, but it may be an extreme example 
of a luminous blue variable. Such stars are violently 
unstable and likely explode as supernovas. 

When a massive star uses up the hydrogen fuel in its 
central core, it expands enormously to become a red 
giant. Intense radiation from the blue giant pushes gas 
away at speeds in excess of 3 million miles per hour. 
The collision between the high speed “stellar wind” 
and the previously ejected red giant material creates a 
spectacular nebula. 



Cat’s Eye: White Dwarf

The Cat’s Eye, also known as NGC 6543, is a 
planetary nebula, a glowing shell of gas and dust that 
forms when Sun-like stars die. A planetary nebula is 
a stage of life that our Sun will experience billions of 
years from now. The Cat’s Eye is found about 3,000 
light years from Earth in the middle of the constellation 
Draco, which is Latin for “dragon.” Material from 
the outer layers of the star in the Cat’s Eye is flying 
away at about 4 million miles per hour. A hot core 
is left behind that eventually collapses to become a 
white dwarf star. The central star in the Cat’s Eye is 
surrounded by a cloud of multi-million-degree gas.
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What is a Paper Circuit?
Paper circuits help learners of all ages explore the basics of 
electricity (energy that results from the existence of charged particles 
like electrons or protons) and conductivity (the degree to which a 
material can conduct electricity).  Paper circuits function as simple 
low-voltage electronic circuits (a path through which electrons from a 
voltage or current source flow) made using paper, LED lights, a type 
of conductive tape such as copper, as well as a small battery for the 
power source.  

Directions: Download the attached .pdf and print double-sided (so 
the shapes are lined up) and cut in half (you will get two handouts 
per page)
1.  Have participants cut out the rectangle - see handout for 

instructions
2.  Ask participants to fold paper in half on the dashed line so that the 

directions are on the INSIDE/images are on the OUTSIDE.
3.  Punch a hole for the LED light - see template 
4.  Following the remaining steps outlined on the handout - placing 

copper tape, finding the positive lead on the LED and affixing the 
leads to the circuit, and folding over with the coin battery.

5.  Use a binder clip to hold battery in place on the circuit (so the light 
stays on)

Troubleshooting
•  Flip the battery over. If the LED was put in backwards, it just means 

the positive and negative parts of the circuit are reversed
•  Check all connections - around the LED leads, alignment with the 

battery, any broken places in the copper tape. Use more tape to 
reinforce connection. 

Light Up Exploded Stars  
(Paper Circuits #1)

Cost: About $0.50 (50 cents) per 
item, estimates are provided in the 
materials list

Time: about 5 minutes to make a 
single item

Materials:

•  Coin Batteries ($0.30 each)

•  Copper tape with conductive 
adhesive ($0.10) - Less than 12 
inches per badge 

• LED’s ($0.05) 

• Small binder clips ($0.05) 

•  NASA Images of exploding stars/
pulsars/neutron stars (download 
template here: chandra.si.edu/make/
template.pdf)

• Hand held hole punchers

•  Small trash can – little bits of trash 
are produced during the activity

A hands-on activity using printable templates and creating simple paper 
circuits. Good for MakerFaires, libraries, classrooms and other STEM 
related events where participants can create their own take-away.
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The Science: Stellar Evolution and Exploded Stars

Our Milky Way galaxy contains several hundred billion stars of various ages, sizes and 
masses. A star forms when a dense cloud of gas collapses until nuclear reactions begin 
deep in the interior of the cloud and provide enough energy to halt the collapse. 

Many factors influence the rate of evolution, the evolutionary path and the nature of the 
final remnant. By far the most important of these is the initial mass of the star.  

If the star is about the same mass as the Sun, it will turn into a white dwarf star. If it is 
somewhat more massive, it may undergo a supernova explosion and leave behind a 
neutron star. But if the collapsing core of the star is very great-at least three times the 
mass of the Sun-nothing can stop the collapse. The central part of the star - the entire 
star if the star is massive enough - implodes to form an infinite gravitational warp in 
space called a black hole.

In the Light Up Exploded Stars activity, participants can find a neutron star, pulsar, black 
hole, white dwarf or supernova in the provided NASA images and make it light up with 
the paper circuits.  

Light Up Exploded Stars  
(Paper Circuits #1)

star: a luminous ball of gas, mostly hydrogen 
and helium, held together by its own gravity.

pulsar: a rapidly rotating neutron star, that 
emits regular pulses of radio waves and other 
electromagnetic radiation at rates of up to one 
thousand pulses per second.

black hole: a place in space where gravity pulls 
so much that even light can not get out. The 
gravity is so strong because matter has been 
squeezed into a tiny space. This can happen 
when a star is dying.

neutron star: an extremely compact star 
produced by the collapose of the core of a 
massive star in the supernova process.

white dwarf: the end phase of a Sun-like star in 
which all the material contained in the star, minus 
the amount blown off in the red giant phase, is 
packed into a volume one millionth the size of the 
original star.

supernova: an explosion produced when a white 
dwarf becomes unstable due to the accretion of 
too much material or merger with another white 
dwarf.

supernova remnant: the structure resulting 
from the explosion of a star in a supernova. The 
supernova remnant is bounded by an expanding 
shock wave, and consists of ejected material 
expanding from the explosion, and the interstellar 
material it sweeps up and shocks along the way.

Glossary
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What is a Paper Circuit?
Paper circuits help learners of all ages explore the basics of 
electricity (energy that results from the existence of charged particles 
like electrons or protons) and conductivity (the degree to which a 
material can conduct electricity).  Paper circuits function as simple 
low-voltage electronic circuits (a path through which electrons from a 
voltage or current source flow) made using paper, LED lights, a type 
of conductive tape such as copper, as well as a small battery for the 
power source.  

Directions: Download the attached .pdf and print double-sided (so 
the shapes are lined up) and cut in half (you will get two handouts 
per page)
1.  Have participants cut out the rectangle - see handout for 

instructions
2.  Ask participants to fold paper in half on the dashed line so that the 

directions are on the INSIDE/images are on the OUTSIDE.
3.  Punch a hole for the LED light - see template 
4.  Following the remaining steps outlined on the handout - placing 

copper tape, finding the positive lead on the LED and affixing the 
leads to the circuit, and folding over with the coin battery.

5.  Use a binder clip to hold battery in place on the circuit (so the light 
stays on)

Troubleshooting
•  Flip the battery over. If the LED was put in backwards, it just means 

the positive and negative parts of the circuit are reversed
•  Check all connections - around the LED leads, alignment with the 

battery, any broken places in the copper tape. Use more tape to 
reinforce connection. 

Light Up Constellations 
(Paper Circuits #2)

Cost: About $0.50 (50 cents) per 
item, estimates are provided in the 
materials list

Time: about 5 minutes to make a 
single item

Materials:

•  Coin Batteries ($0.30 each)

•  Copper tape with conductive 
adhesive ($0.10) - Less than 12 
inches per badge 

• LED’s ($0.05) 

• Small binder clips ($0.05) 

•  NASA Images of exploding stars/
pulsars/neutron stars (download 
template here chandra.si.edu/make/
template.pdf)

• Hand held hole punchers

•  Small trash can – little bits of trash 
are produced during the activity

A hands-on activity using printable templates and creating simple paper 
circuits. Good for MakerFaires, libraries, classrooms and other STEM 
related events where participants can create their own take-away.
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The Science: Constellations

“Constellation” is the name we give to seeming patterns of stars in the night sky. 
“Stella” is the Latin word for star and a constellation is a grouping of stars. In general, 
the stars in these groups are not actually close to each other in space, they just appear 
to be close when viewed from Earth.

If we could travel by spaceship to another part of the galaxy, we would imagine 
an entirely different set of constellations. In the meantime, for us on Earth, the 
constellations are a handy way to locate a star in the sky.

On Earth, we see different constellations as we travel to different parts of the globe. 
The fact that some constellations were visible in the northern hemisphere and not the 
southern hemisphere, and vice-versa, was used more than 2000 years ago by Greek 
astronomers to argue that the Earth is round.

The stories associated with the constellations come from many cultures and most exist 
in several variations. The purpose of this section is to give an overview of the main 
legends behind a few constellations that mark those parts of the sky in which the NASA 
images in this activity are located. While we give more details from the story associated 
with the official name of the constellation (as adopted by the International Astronomical 
Union), we also mention other legends and stories connected with a particular pattern. 
However, there are so many stories, from so many cultures, and so many variations on 
even well-known stories, that only a brief summary is presented here. Continue your 
own reading about the constellations by searching for other stories online or at your 
local library. 

In the Light Up Constellations activity, participants can find and trace some 
select constellations and light them up with the paper circuits, or they can create 
constellations and background stories of their own. Enjoy!  

Light Up Constellations 
(Paper Circuits #2)



Designed by staff at the Powell River Public Library

My constellation is called:



on land
in the ocean

                      lives

Setting

eats:

plays:

sleeps:

Until one day...

tries:

fails:

tries again:

An epic battle
Smarts and trickery
Mysterious magic

At last it ends with:

describe:

reSolutionCOnflict



The Hungry Black Hole
“   don’t forget your    !” my mom said.“   don’t forget your    !” my mom said.

That morning as I was eating my      I found out we were That morning as I was eating my      I found out we were 

taking a road trip to my mom’s best friend, Maxime’s house at the edge of taking a road trip to my mom’s best friend, Maxime’s house at the edge of 

the universe on     .the universe on     .

I     to my bedroom to pack my backpack. I had to bring  I     to my bedroom to pack my backpack. I had to bring  

    ,     and      .     ,     and      . 

“Don’t forget your     !” my mom said.“Don’t forget your     !” my mom said.

My mom had the rocket fueled and ready to go when I came downstairs My mom had the rocket fueled and ready to go when I came downstairs 

from my bedroom.      was playing on the radio. My    from my bedroom.      was playing on the radio. My    

        was sitting on the rocket’s back         was sitting on the rocket’s back 

seat with its chew toy.seat with its chew toy.

She turned the key in the rocket’s ignition and we blasted off into the  She turned the key in the rocket’s ignition and we blasted off into the  

galaxy. I watched as      and      passed by galaxy. I watched as      and      passed by 

my window.my window.

My mom’s    webbed fingers tapped on the steering wheel as My mom’s    webbed fingers tapped on the steering wheel as 

she drove us to Maxime’s house.she drove us to Maxime’s house.

“We’ll be there in    hours,” said mom.“We’ll be there in    hours,” said mom.

“Did you bring any     ?” I asked.“Did you bring any     ?” I asked.

“No but I did bring your     .”“No but I did bring your     .”

“I don’t want any,” I said.“I don’t want any,” I said.

 When we parked our rocket at Maxime’s house her     When we parked our rocket at Maxime’s house her    

ran out of the house and licked my face.ran out of the house and licked my face.

(noun)

(favourite breakfast food)

(name of planet or moon)

(past tense verb)

(favourite book) (favourite snack) (favourite toy)

(space tool)

(name of a song you don’t like)

(a kind of animal) (your best friend’s name)

(name of a constellation) (name of a planet)

(number)

(favourite food)

(least favourite food)

(pet animal)

(name)

(colour)



“Oh, I’m so glad you’re here, I just made some      !”  “Oh, I’m so glad you’re here, I just made some      !”  

Maxime said.Maxime said.

“Thanks Maxime! That’s my favourite,” mom said.“Thanks Maxime! That’s my favourite,” mom said.

“Gross,” I thought.“Gross,” I thought.

Inside    was playing     . Their antennae Inside    was playing     . Their antennae 

pointed towards me and they used their tentacle to wave me over.pointed towards me and they used their tentacle to wave me over.

“I have an extra controller,” they said.“I have an extra controller,” they said.

Just as we leveled up, I heard my mom scream from the kitchen.Just as we leveled up, I heard my mom scream from the kitchen.

I hopped up off the floor and      to her and saw her  I hopped up off the floor and      to her and saw her  

pointing out the window at a giant black hole.pointing out the window at a giant black hole.

The neighbour’s    disappeared into the depths of the hole The neighbour’s    disappeared into the depths of the hole 

as it crept closer to Maxime’s house.as it crept closer to Maxime’s house.

“What are we going to do?” my mom said.“What are we going to do?” my mom said.

Without thinking I grabbed the food Maxime made from the    Without thinking I grabbed the food Maxime made from the    

and      to the yard. When I was right in front of the black and      to the yard. When I was right in front of the black 

hole I threw the plate of food as hard as I could into the middle of the black hole I threw the plate of food as hard as I could into the middle of the black 

hole.hole.

Inside the house I could see my mom and Maxime     . When the Inside the house I could see my mom and Maxime     . When the 

food disappeared into the hole, suddenly it stopped coming towards us,  food disappeared into the hole, suddenly it stopped coming towards us,  

and burped so loud all the     ,     and burped so loud all the     ,     

and          blew away.and          blew away.

“I knew it,” I said when I got back in the house. It was just hungry!“I knew it,” I said when I got back in the house. It was just hungry!

(food you don’t like)

(name of a video game)

(movement verb)

(object)

(piece of furniture)

(movement verb)

(verb-ing)

(name of a flower) (name of a tree)

(weird object)

(very big number)

(adjective)

(name)
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RoboBuddy
When I turned    , my parents got me the RoboBuddy   When I turned    , my parents got me the RoboBuddy   

   which was the     robot companion in     which was the     robot companion in  

the       galaxy a    kid could wish for. the       galaxy a    kid could wish for. 

Let me tell you, I was over the   . I named my RoboBuddy   Let me tell you, I was over the   . I named my RoboBuddy   

     I played with my RoboBuddy for    orbits      I played with my RoboBuddy for    orbits 

and     blue moon cycles, which is a REALLY long time, until its  and     blue moon cycles, which is a REALLY long time, until its  

   knobs and calibration    stopped       knobs and calibration    stopped    

and its     voice unit started to sound like    .and its     voice unit started to sound like    .

Still, I loved my RoboBuddy to     and back again. We were Still, I loved my RoboBuddy to     and back again. We were 

inseparable. We played     and      in inseparable. We played     and      in 

the garden, we built forts together in the     trees, and the garden, we built forts together in the     trees, and 

spent many     hours together     in the   spent many     hours together     in the   

    meadow.     meadow. 

“    !” I would shout. “    !” I would shout. 

“    !” RoboBuddy would respond.  “    !” RoboBuddy would respond.  

That’s how close we were, stuck together like    . That’s how close we were, stuck together like    . 

On     days when the solar winds sounded like     On     days when the solar winds sounded like     

and meteors fell from the sky like     , we would take out and meteors fell from the sky like     , we would take out 

our     crayons and draw     while listening to  our     crayons and draw     while listening to  

     on the stereo, snacking on galactic         on the stereo, snacking on galactic    

and interstellar    . and interstellar    . 

 “    ,” said RoboBuddy with each bite, and I agreed.  “    ,” said RoboBuddy with each bite, and I agreed. 

(age)

(very big number) (adjective-est)

(noun)

(space object)

(name) (number)

(number)

(adjective) (plural noun) (verb-ing)

(adjective) (irritating sound)

(distant space object)

(verb) (verb)

(adjective)

(emotion) (verb-ing)

(adjective)

(exclamation)

(exclamation)

(sticky substance)

(adjective) (plural musical instrument)

(plural round object)

(adjective) (plural noun)

(band name) (plural sweet snack)

(plural salty snack)

(satisfied sound)

(adjective)



Technically, RoboBuddies are only supposed to eat    . Technically, RoboBuddies are only supposed to eat    . 

My mom was always saying, “Remember what happened to that kid who My mom was always saying, “Remember what happened to that kid who 

fed his RoboBuddy     ?” But I had lost my RoboBuddy’s  fed his RoboBuddy     ?” But I had lost my RoboBuddy’s  

   manual light years ago and, anyway, the only side-effect of    manual light years ago and, anyway, the only side-effect of 

feeding it my favourite foods seemed to be the occasional    feeding it my favourite foods seemed to be the occasional    

odor emitted from RoboBuddy’s    .  odor emitted from RoboBuddy’s    .  

Then, one    day, I fed RoboBuddy a     black do-Then, one    day, I fed RoboBuddy a     black do-

nut hole, which is the most    snack in the entire universe.  nut hole, which is the most    snack in the entire universe.  

“Holy    !” shouted RoboBuddy, rolling its       “Holy    !” shouted RoboBuddy, rolling its       

ocular units, and sticking out its     flavour synthesizer. ocular units, and sticking out its     flavour synthesizer. 

Then, RoboBuddy started to spin. Faster and faster, it went. Then, RoboBuddy started to spin. Faster and faster, it went. 

“Mom!” I called. “Dad!” My mom and my dad and Ziggy our space   “Mom!” I called. “Dad!” My mom and my dad and Ziggy our space   

all rushed into the room. all rushed into the room. 

“    !” said mom. “What did you feed it?!”“    !” said mom. “What did you feed it?!”

“    !” said dad, “It’s moving faster than a       !”“    !” said dad, “It’s moving faster than a       !”

“    !” said Ziggy. “    !” said Ziggy. 

In fact, Robobuddy was now spinning so fast that it became invisible, a In fact, Robobuddy was now spinning so fast that it became invisible, a 

streak of     with radiating flashes of        that streak of     with radiating flashes of        that 

became brighter and brighter. We all covered our eyes. Suddenly, there became brighter and brighter. We all covered our eyes. Suddenly, there 

was a loud    and a    and then everything went was a loud    and a    and then everything went 

quiet. quiet. 

“I think it’s over,” said my Dad. “I think it’s over,” said my Dad. 

(bland food)

(exciting food)

(smell)

(mechanical part)

(emotion) (adjective)

(adjective)

(strong flavour) (adjective)

(adjective)

(animal)

(exclamation)

(exclamation)

(animal sound)

(colour) (colour)

(sound) (sound)

(adjectives)

(fast thing)



“Thank goodness,” said my mom. “Thank goodness,” said my mom. 

We uncovered our eyes. The walls of our house had disappeared and we We uncovered our eyes. The walls of our house had disappeared and we 

found ourselves standing in the middle of an enormous    .  found ourselves standing in the middle of an enormous    .  

“Welcome to my homeworld    ,” said RoboBuddy. “I hope “Welcome to my homeworld    ,” said RoboBuddy. “I hope 

you will be comfortable here.”you will be comfortable here.”

“You’re grounded for     years,” said my mom. “You’re grounded for     years,” said my mom. 

The EndThe End

(animal)

(object)

(place name)

(very high number)
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PUBLIC LIBRARYWritten and designed by staff at Powell River Public Library





POWELL RIVER
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Ad
ap

te
d 

fr
om

  h
tt

ps
:/

/w
w

w
.u

na
w

e.
or

g/
ac

ti
vi

ty
/e

u-
un

aw
e1

30
4/

 b
y 

st
aff

 a
t 

Po
w

el
l 

Ri
ve

r 
Pu

bl
ic

 L
ib

ra
ry



POWELL RIVER
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Ad
ap

te
d 

fr
om

  h
tt

ps
:/

/w
w

w
.u

na
w

e.
or

g/
ac

ti
vi

ty
/e

u-
un

aw
e1

30
4/

 b
y 

st
aff

 a
t 

Po
w

el
l 

Ri
ve

r 
Pu

bl
ic

 L
ib

ra
ry



Art by Luke Ramsey for the Powell River Public Library Summer Reading Club, 2020



Created by staff at Powell River Public Library  

 

 

 

 



Created by staff at Powell River Public Library  

 

Slingshot Rocket Instructions 
 

Materials Needed: Paper Straw (x1), Black Tape, Cardstock Fins (x3 or x4),      

Round Head Fastener (x1), Pencil Top Eraser (x1), Popsicle Stick (x1), Giant Rubber Band (x1) 

 

Procedure: 

Rocket 

1. Wrap about 8cm of tape around one end of the straw. This will allow the eraser to fit 

snugly on the straw. 

 

 

 

 

2. Push the eraser onto the taped end of the straw. The tighter the fit, the better. 

 

 

 

3. Bend the legs of the round head fastener to one side and fasten it as tightly as you can 

to the straw behind the eraser with about 10cm of tape.  

 

 

 

 

4. Cut out the fins and fasten them to the end of the rocket. Cut off any extra tape. Ensure 

the fins are as straight as possible. 
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Slingshot 

1. Tape the rubber band to the popsicle stick and reinforce with multiple pieces of 

tape.Your Rocket is ready to go! 
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