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What to Expect When You’re Expecting a 

Presentation…

Brief overview of terminology: comics vs manga, 

graphic novels, etc.

Meet some “students” and recommend some books

Explore some graphic novels and important collections



Graphic Novels?

Comics?! 

Webcomics?!?

Manga?!?! 

Cartoons?!?!?





Arguing motorcycle dudes meme + 

graphic novels= this
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Arguing motorcycle dudes meme + 

graphic novels= this



So, what is a 

Graphic Novel?

FORMAT

vs GENRE

Format: the way something is arranged or set out 

Genre: characterized by similarity in style or 

subject matter.



“[comics are] delivery vectors, not genres.”

C. Spike Trotman, cartoonist, bestselling author, 

and founder/owner of @ironcircuscomix.

Source: http://blacknerdproblems.com/interview-with-spike-trotman/

https://twitter.com/ironcircuscomix


Format vs. Genre

FORMATS GENRES

 Adventure

 Classics

 Fantasy

 Ghost Stories

 Historical 

 Horror 

 Humour

 Mystery 

 Romance

 Sci-Fi

 Sports



“Real Books”

https://www.google.ca

https://google.ca/


“Real Books”

Comics 

are 

frivolous, 

light 

reading

Comics 

are 

fantasy

Girls 

don’t 

like 

comics

Comics 

are a bad 

influence

Comics will 

hold back my 

child’s 

reading 

progress

Comics 

are violent

Comics 

are for 

nerds

Is any of this 

true at all?

Comics are 

for slow 

readers

Comics aren’t 

“real” books

Comics are 

about 

superheroes 

and kid stuffComics don’t 

belong in the 

classroom



Heroes, Funnies, & Newspaper Cartoons



Adventure, Sci-fi



Wednesdays

My favorite day 

at WBRL



Time to meet our students!



Tom

Grade 9

 Class clown

Always asks the girls for gum

 Plans to become a firefighter

 Into history, war movies and 

documentaries



Non-Fiction



Non-Fiction

 “Drawing the atrocities carried out by the Germans against the Jewish people as 

anthropomorphic cats killing mice (albeit in the same brutal, human ways the Nazis 

employed) allows students and other readers to immediately identify the allegiance of 

any character, as well as discuss the tragic violence with visuals so that the sheer number 

of victims and breadth of the tragedy could be accounted for in the absence of his father 

having any documents that survived the war, outside of his memories.”

-Em, http://theroadvirus.com/visualtuesday/difficult-discussions/



Noor

Grade 11

A good friend, but also a bit of a gossip 

girl

 loves being the “fly on the wall”

 Enjoys “reality” TV, stalks all of her favorite 

celebrities

 Binge watches serial killer documentaries 

on Netflix



Biographies, Memoirs, True Crime



Biographies, Memoirs, True Crime



“I think comics are really interesting in 

how they allow a story to be told. It’s 

all about combining single moments. 

Like in a movie, we don’t get to linger 

on our favorite frames. But in comics, 

we’re allowed to.”

Tillie Walden

Source: https://comicsverse.com/tillie-walden-interview/



Google Doodles: 

International Women’s Day, March 8 2018



Kayden 

Grade 2

 Favorite color is RED, RED, 

RED

 Rather reluctant reader

Would rather build little 

structures with his school 

supplies than read a 

book



Reluctant Readers

 “They attract reluctant readers and bookworms. They lure 

teen boys, while retaining the qualities beloved by teen 

girls. They work for ESL students, teach visual literacy and 

sequencing, and, above all else, they are widely popular 

with an adolescent audience. If you listen to the praise 

heaped on the format by its followers, you may think that 

graphic novels will do everything, including walk your dog 

and make your teeth whiter.”

-from The Truth about Graphic Novels by Fletcher-Spear, Jenson-Benjamin and Copeland



Reluctant Readers



Reluctant Readers



Ren

Grade 7

Quiet and soft spoken 

 Basketball team MVP!

Not big on fantasy stories generally

 Prefers stories with relatable characters 

and situations



Drama, Slice of Life & Literary Fiction



“...when you look at a photo or 

realistic drawing of a face, you 

see it as the face of another . But 

when you enter the world of the 
cartoon , you see yourself.” 

― Scott McCloud, Understanding Comics: The 

Invisible Art



Drama, Slice of Life & Literary Fiction



Celeste

Gr. 12 student with a passion for fashion

 Stands up for her beliefs and is a loyal friend

 Loves splatter films and Stephen King 

movies

Can’t wait for Halloween 



Strange & Unusual, Perhaps Horrifying



Strange & Unusual, Perhaps Horrifying



Gracie

Grade 3

 Her dad travels for work

 Interested in other places 

and cultures

 Dreams of someday visiting 

somewhere far away



Travel & Learn About the World 



Travel & Learn About the World 



Sia

Grade 10

 Always smiling- says “totes!” a lot

 Active in lots of school clubs

 Streams her favorite shows with her friends 

at lunch

 Adamant that the Hobbit book is WAY 

better than the movies (sorry, not sorry!)



TV, Movie & Characters



TV, Movie & Characters



Jeremy

Grade 5

Friends with everyone 

Gets away with the lamest puns 

Always does dorky voices when asked 

to read aloud

Constantly writing memes on the 

whiteboards when the teachers aren’t 

around



Funny Stuff



Embry

Grade 6

Drama kid, lead in this year’s play

 Total germophobe

Always has his head in the clouds

 Smart and curious, but gets overwhelmed 

by his huge, dry textbooks



Learning Material & Informational



Learning Material & Informational



Learning Material & Informational

“Birding is My Favorite 

Video Game is a 

collection of fun, quasi-

educational comics 

combining weird 

science, cute visuals, 

sweet wit, and a strong 

environmental 

message.”

http://www.birdandmoon.com/



Learning Material and Informational

https://thenib.com/

“We run political 

cartoons, 

journalism, essays 

and memoir 

about what is 

going down in the 

world, all in 

comics form, the 

best medium.”



Learning Material and Informational

https://thenib.com/



Learning Material & Informational



Mrs. Kenderson

 Teacher

 Subbed for one year, now has her own gr. 3 class

 Helps out with Kazoo Klub Wednesdays after 

school

 Sometimes daydreams about going back in time 

to kill whoever invented Kazoos

 Hopes her hubby and 2 cats will forgive her for 

coming home late AGAIN

 Still thinks she has the best job in the world



Teachers

https://m.facebook.com/whensithometime/



Teachers

https://m.facebook.com/whensithometime/



Teachers

https://m.facebook.com/whensithometime/



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oz4JqAJbxj0&t=9s



Why We Should be Taking Comics More 

Seriously 

1. Everyone can draw 

comics and create worlds

2. Comics allow you to see 

other people’s worlds 

3. Comics communicate 

with the world
@KarrieFransman

https://twitter.com/KarrieFransman


Words and Pictures

“I love the way words and pictures 
work together on a page. I have 
also noticed how when wise words 
have visuals added to them, they 
seem to travel further online, like 
paper aeroplanes catching an 
updraught.”
-Chris Riddell, Art Matters: Because Your Imagination Can Change the World



Todays Assignment…

Get to know Graphic 

Novels!



Get To Know Graphic Novels!

 Questions To Consider:

 What is this book about? Does this book seem to have 

defining characteristics of any particular genre?

 Does this book challenge any preconceived notions 

that myself or others may have about Graphic Novels?

 Would I like to read this book? Can I think of a student 

who might like to read this? Could I recommend this 

book?

 Does the graphic novel format work especially well for 

the content of this book? Why or why not?



Diverse Reads



“Comic books do have a 

more radical, dissident 

dimension to them,” 

Carleton said, noting that 

many comics have been 
part of “underground, 

countercultural 
movements.”

https://www.thestar.com/calgary/2018/09/13/calgary-millennial-using-her-comic-book-powers-to-combat-racism.html

“(Readers) have to piece together incomplete texts and images, and that allows the 

reader to become an active agent in the storytelling process…There is a lot of opportunity 

for people to connect to the story in a more active and engaged way.”

This is exactly what Elkadri hopes her illustrations will accomplish — helping people of colour 

heal, in addition to sparking cross-cultural dialogue.



Manga

Email from staff: 

“Patron Comment”

February 14th, 2018

Hello,

I had a patron make a comment about a new manga series we received, called Trinity Seven. 

The patron told me that most Japanese manga are quite explicit and that these items should not 

be out for children to see. The items in question do have warning labels on them, however the 

covers are very suggestive and they were displayed on one of the panels facing the stairs…



Manga & Anime

In Japan



Manga

“In the 1960’s, during the height of Bat-

Mania, mangaka (comic book creator) 

Jiro Kuwata was commissioned to write 

and draw a series of original Batman 

comics for the Japanese market.”



Manga



Manga



Manga



FNMI



FNMI

https://www.cbc.ca/books/12-canadian-comics-to-look-out-for-in-spring-2019-1.4986584



LGBTQ



Drama about Drama 

 https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/drama-telgemeier-banned-ottawa-catholic-
school-1.4977546

“It is not a book we really need younger 

kids reading without guidance.”- Robert 

Long, Ottawa Catholic School Board

“The novel was a top pick by the editors at 

the New York Times and named a Stonewall 

Book Award "Honor Book" in 2013 for its 
portrayal of LGBT issues.”



Drama about Drama

 https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/drama-telgemeier-banned-ottawa-catholic-
school-1.4977546

“…librarians at all Ottawa Catholic School Board elementary 

schools have been ordered to remove the book”

“[OPL Librarian Sophie Tilgner] believes pulling the book represents a lost opportunity for the 

Catholic school board's youngest students.

‘There’s  currently a lengthy wait list for it [at OPL]… One of the great things about this author is 
that she really reflects diversity in her characters, and they are true to life,’ Tilgner said.”



LGBTQ

https://www.cbc.ca/books/12-canadian-comics-to-look-out-for-in-spring-2019-1.4986584



On comics as social education: “Images are 

a powerful form of communication. I've had 

several experiences with people telling me 

they are homophobic (not using that word, 

naturally) but after reading my comics they 

actually sympathized with queers for the first 

time or better understood the difficulties that 
queer people go through.”

@ErikaMoen

Erika Moen. Queer Cartoonist @HelioscopePDX

Source: http://cotlzine.blogspot.com/2008/07/erika-moen-interview.html

https://twitter.com/ErikaMoen
https://twitter.com/HelioscopePDX


Canadian 



Tough Stuff, Serious Topics 

& Overcoming Adversity

“Hayes uses the 

graphic novel 

format to demystify 

what can be a very 

intimidating and 

often lonely 

experience”

-www.sequential.cc



Tough Stuff, Serious Topics 

& Overcoming Adversity

 “The argument has been made that 
graphic novels are a preferable venue 
for communicating and working 
through trauma- preferable over 
fiction, for instance, because they 
allow space for visual representation 
of experiences and memories that are 
unspeakable, for which there are no 
words.”

-Jessica Langston

“Once Upon a Time This Was a True Story: Indigenous Peoples Graphic Novels and 
Orature” excerpted from “The Canadian Alternative: Cartoonists, Comics & Graphic 
Novels”



April 13, 2018

Children’s Services has selected Healthy 
Aboriginal Network (HAN) to develop two 
comic books aimed at youth suicide 
prevention – one will target First Nations youth 
while the other will target Metis youth…

“The books… will be used to inform the 
development of Indigenous youth suicide 
prevention activities – as a tangible tool for 
communities to use, as well as a way to 
engage with youth in the development of 
these resources,” Cooper said.

Source: https://globalnews.ca/news/4142806/alberta-government-developing-suicide-prevention-comic-books-for-indigenous-youth/



Graphic Novels for Bibliophiles



Reflect

 Where is my school library’s Graphic Novel 

collection(s) located? Public library’s?

 How familiar am I with Graphic Novels? Am I 

comfortable recommending them?

 Does my library’s Graphic Novel collection reflect 

the diversity of our community and our world?

 Are there any graphic novels out there that might 

be the perfect resource for a student I know?

 Could Graphic Novels be used in my lesson plans?

visual 
learners

Think: lesson 
plans 

sequencing

literature 
study 

inferencing

artstorytelling

multimodal 
literacy

differentiated 
learning

cross-
curricular 

connections

love of 
reading



Options For Differentiated Learning: 

Graphic Classics



Options For Differentiated Learning: 

Graphic Classics



Tools for Teachers (And Students): 

Andertoons
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Tools for Teachers (And Students): 

Andertoons 

*Note: used with permission 

for the purposes of this 
presentation 



Tools for Teachers (And Students): 

Zen Pencils

https://zenpencils.com/
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Tools for Teachers (And Students): 

Zen Pencils



Tools for Teachers (And Students): 

Zen Pencils

https://zenpencils.com/comic/124-taylor-mali-what-teachers-make/



Tools for Teachers (And Students): 

MakeBeliefsComix

https://www.makebeliefscomix.com/



Tools for Teachers (And Students): 

MakeBeliefsComix



Tools for Teachers (And Students): 

Stripgenerator

http://stripgenerator.com/



Tools for Teachers (And Students): 

Stripgenerator



Tools for Teachers (And Students): 

Wittycomics

http://www.wittycomics.com/make-comic.php



Tools for Teachers (And Students): 

Wittycomics



So then, what IS a graphic novel!?

 Adventures, Thrills, Heroes & Newspaper Cartoons

 Non-Fiction

 Biographies, Memoirs, True Crime

 Drama, Slice-of-life & Literary Fiction

 Strange & Unusual, Perhaps Horrifying

 Learning Material & Informational 

 Romance

 Kids, Reluctant Readers

 Travel & Learn About the World

 Comedy

 TV, Movie & Characters

 Diverse Reads

 Manga

 FNMI

 LGBTQ

 Canadian

 Tough Stuff, Serious Topics & Overcoming Adversity 

 Graphic Novels for Bibliophiles

 Award Winners & Noted Works

 AND SO MUCH MORE!

ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES,

including…



Check Out My Title & Resource Lists!

(Available in the Library Toolshed)

https://librarytoolshed.ca/content/theres-graphic-novel-everyone-yes-even-you



Get In Touch 

With Me!

Copyrighted information for this session collected and distributed for Educational Use according to the Fair 
Dealing provision of the Copyright Act. “Patron” characters are fictional and any similarities to real persons 
living or dead are purely coincidental.


